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SOUTH AFRICA — LAND EXPROPRIATION 
Statement 

HON AARON STONEHOUSE (South Metropolitan) [5.20 pm]: I do not like to talk about race. I apply scorn 
to anyone who attempts to break up people into categories based on race, ethnicity or religion. I see people as 
individuals. I judge them on their character, their values, their beliefs and, most importantly, their actions, not by 
something as arbitrary as the colour of their skin or where they were born. Any individual or political party that 
decides to play identity politics is making a mistake, and they are just as bad as one another. It does not matter 
whether someone is left wing, right wing, an intersectional justice warrior or anything else. They are still debasing 
politics to, essentially, tribalism. However, there are people out there who will use race as a tool to promote the 
interests of their own ethnic group, rather than the interests of their fellow citizens. Sitting on the sidelines shaking 
my head will not do anything to stop that type of politics. That is why I must speak about this issue. 
As I speak, a tragedy is unfolding. An ethnic minority is being targeted and persecuted by not only criminals, but 
also its own government. Such an egregious act of racial vilification would normally be front-page news, except 
in this case the victims are white South Africans. I will not tiptoe around language here. I prefer to speak clearly, 
even if the issue is a sensitive one such as race. White farmers are being attacked in South Africa, and they are 
being attacked largely because they are white. Last year, there were a reported 404 attacks against farmers in 
a single year. That is four times what it was 10 years ago. The Transvaal Agricultural Union, which represents the 
country’s farmers, puts the murder rate of commercial farmers at 138 per 100 000. We compare that with the 
United Nations statistics for Australia, which put our homicide rate at 1.3 per 100 000, and that of South Africa, 
which is 31 per 100 000. It is 100 times more deadly to be a farmer in South Africa than it is to be an average 
person in Australia. 
There might be some contention over whether these attacks are racially motivated. We should consider the wider 
political climate in South Africa. Members of the ruling African National Congress party sing songs with lyrics 
like “kill the farmer, kill the Boer!” Julius Malema, the leader of the Economic Freedom Fighters party, recently 
told crowds of supporters to go after the white man all in the name of cutting the throat of whiteness. Just a few 
weeks ago, the National Assembly of South Africa voted on a motion to confiscate land from white farmers without 
compensation. The vote passed 241 to 83. The motion will be reviewed by the Constitutional Review Committee, 
which will report by the end of August. 
We have already seen the consequences of policies such as land expropriation, particularly when they are driven 
by identity politics. Just look at neighbouring Zimbabwe, a country that was once the breadbasket of Africa, and 
held such promise after the end of sanctions. Now it is a complete economic wasteland. We can expropriate the 
land, but we cannot expropriate the human capital—the work ethic, culture and experience gained over generations 
of farming. These skills are far more valuable than any plot of land. That is why when Zimbabwe’s economy 
collapsed, all the skilled farm workers and managers left the country, and Zimbabwe, to this day, faces food 
shortages, mass unemployment and hyperinflation. The erosion of the rule of law and the destruction of private 
property rights serves only to further drive away foreign investment. In the end, the very people this policy is 
intended to help will be the ones who suffer the most. In Zimbabwe, nearly 28 per cent of children aged under five 
years suffer from stunted growth as a result of malnutrition. The two most destructive forces in humanity are 
socialism and racism and, when blended together, they are a terrifying duo.  
Today we are witnessing many of the same ingredients of apartheid but under a different name, and against 
a different group of people. As someone who cares about human rights and applies scorn to any form of racism, 
I am deeply concerned about the violence that is being done on a systematic scale to white farmers in South Africa. 
What is perhaps equally as egregious is that all this violence is occurring in a place that bears many of the same 
political institutions as Australia—the courts, the Parliament, the Westminster system. These are all trademarks of 
our liberal democracy, yet they have been hijacked by actors who do not have the best wishes of all South African 
people at heart and who are using those institutions to twisted ends. 
Every human being has a right to life, liberty and property, be they Sikhs, Rohingya, West Papuans, Afrikaners or 
any other group of people. If their rights are being violated, it is the responsibility of anyone who values civil 
liberties, equality and justice to speak out and do their best to remedy the situation. I condemn the violence that is 
being carried out against farmers in South Africa and I urge all of my colleagues to do likewise. 
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